
 

 

As each new year begins, many people tend to make resolutions. These resolutions might include los-
ing weight, getting a better paying job, moving to a warmer climate, and the like. These resolutions are 
almost always oriented towards worldly things. They are also, unfortunately, often broken within 
weeks. We often pursue them on our own with no outside assistance.    
 
As Christians we ought to resolve to focus on spiritual things. Resolve to study the bible more, partici-
pate in the ministries our congregation supports, teach bible school lessons, or lead others to Christ. As 
the scripture says, set our minds on things above and not on worldly things. It may not be easy but we 
have lots of help. 
 
Our elders are there to help guide us (1 Peter 5:2 NKJ).   
 
Our preachers help us understand the word of God (Romans 10:14-15).  
 
Our deacons can help us plug into a ministry.   
 
Our greatest help is in Christ. You can lean on him. 
 
Jesus said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  Matt 11:28-30 
 
 Paul said “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”   Philippians 4:13 
 
So let us trust and rely on Christ as we strive to set out minds on things above and resolve to be more 
Christlike.   
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Set your mind on things above  

“Set your mind on things above, not on things on 
the earth.” Colossians 3:2 NKJV 
 
What a wonderful reminder for those Christians in 
Colossi and it is also a wonderful reminder to all of 
us. In verse 1, we are reminded that IF we were 
raised with Christ, we should seek those things 
which are of Christ. Seek the spiritual things of 
God and not physical or the material things of the 
earth. When we were in the world and of the world, 
we lived for those material things. We lived for the 
almighty dollar, living for a large home and the 
next expensive car; and not thinking about anything 
else except for those things which we could grasp 
with our fingers. We might have even treated peo-
ple poorly. Treating them as if they are in our way 
to success. During my military service I witnessed 
military members derail promotions or awards for 
others. Many times I have seen members backstab 
others for the next rank or better duty assignment. 
You will learn quickly who you can trust and who 
you cannot trust. As a Christian we know that we 
can always trust Christ. He will always look out for 
our spiritual well-being. 
 
When we read and study the Bible to know what it 
takes to become a Christian, it is through the study 
that we realized the sacrifice Christ had made for 
us, for me! For those of us who choose to be raised 
with Christ in baptism, we have put on Christ. The 
first thing to change is our minds, thinking about 
those spiritual aspects of Christ. We change our 
lives to reflect His. As Paul wrote in Romans 2:12 
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 
may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.”  
 
As we transform our minds to be Christ’s, we’re 
setting our minds to have those characteristics of 
Christ. It’s a life-long walk with God as we mature 
to be the Christian that He would have us to be. 
This is not an overnight transformation. We must 
be patient as God is patient with us. Patient and dil-
igent. It will not be easy! We must make sacrifices 
that may cost us family and friends. Yes, we will 
trip and yes, we will fall. When we have the mind 
of Christ, we get back up and we continue pressing 
forward. We press forward to the prize that awaits 
every one of us. As Paul wrote in Philippians 3 “I 

press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus. Therefore let us, as many as 
are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you 
think otherwise, God will reveal even this to 
you. Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already 
attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the 
same mind.” Philippians 3:14-16.  
 
Let us all set our mind on Christ, to be unified with 
Christ in the same mind. 
 
                                                               – Love Greg 
 
 

Greg James grew up in the Air Force and lived in Utah, Louisi-

ana, and South Dakota before entering the active-duty Air Force 

in 1991. He transferred to the Reserves as an Air Reserve Tech-

nician in 2001. Greg was in air operations with heavy and fight-

er aircraft deploying to Desert Storm, Iraq, and Afghanistan 

among other deployments and TDY’s. He met and married his 

wife Tammy while she was active-duty Air Force, and she got 

out when their son was born. Greg retired from the Air Force 

Reserves in 2017 after 26 years of total service and graduated 

from Brown Trail School of preaching in 2016. Greg served as 

the associate minister for the Greenmount Rd congregation in 

Belleville, IL and served as the pulpit minister for the Briar con-

gregation in Briar, Texas before relocating to Jackson, Tennes-

see. They are members of the Crosswinds church of Christ. 



 

Page 4 CALL TO DUTY 

Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth… 
(Col. 3.2) 

 

When I enlisted in the Unit-

ed States Air Force (USAF) 

back in the late 1960’s, I 

was promised to be trained 

as a jet engine mechan-

ic.  But unlike heaven’s 

spiritual promises made by 

God, earth’s physical 

promises made by man are 

all too often broken.  For 

example, once I had entered the USAF military service, 

the USAF powers that ruled back then broke their 

promise to me.  Or put another way, those USAF pow-

ers drafted me into “munitions maintenance” (civilian 

meaning “explosives operator”).  Thus, instead of let-

ting my mind focus on things above (jet fighters), I was 

forced into setting my mind on things still on earth 

(munitions).  This is contrary to what the above verse 

says.  Over the years since then, I finally learned what 

it means to “Set your mind on the things above, not on 

the things that are on earth” (Col. 3:2).  In brief, it 

meant for me to set my mind on God in heaven above 

and not on Satan here on earth.  This type of thinking 

made me enlist in God’s army. 

  

So, for comparison and learning reasons alone, from 

about AD 53-56, the apostle Paul carried out a three-

year resident ministry in the ancient city of Ephesus 

(Acts 20:31).  Like my four-year USAF active-duty 

enlistment served in various areas of the United States 

and world, Ephesus was located in the Roman province 

of Asia Minor (modern day Turkey).  Paul spent two of 

those years teaching the gospel of Christ in the school 

of Tyrannus so all the Greeks and Jews who lived in 

the province heard about it (Acts 19:9-10).  One of 

those who obeyed the gospel when he heard about it 

was a man named Epaphras.  As a citizen of Colossae 

which was located about one-hundred miles to the east 

of Ephesus, Epaphras then taught the gospel of Christ 

in the church there (Col. 1:7; 4:12).  He taught what 

Paul had taught him that “Christ is all you need to be 

made complete” (Col. 1:1-4:18).  Likewise, Epaphras 

taught Christ to the people in nearby Laodicea and Hei-

rapolis (Col. 4:13-16). 

  

As detailed above, what Epaphras taught the Christians 

in Colossae, Laodicea, and Heirapolis was exactly that 

which he had learned from the apostle Paul who had 

learned it from God (Father, Son, and the Holy Spir-

it).  Specifically, that according to the gospel of Christ as 

the word of truth, there is a hope of eternal life in heaven 

(Col. 1:5) above with Christ (Col. 3:3-4).  This hope is 

for all of the people who are made alive (via baptism--

complete immersion in water) together with Christ 

through forgiveness of sins (Col. 1:14) and transgres-

sions (Col. 2:13).  Once forgiven, those early Christians 

were also taught to continue walking by faith in Christ 

just as they had received Him in accordance to the gospel 

(Col. 1:23; 2:6-7).  That is what they would have to do to 

realize the hope of eternal life in heaven “above” with 

Christ.  With Christ as the one and only article of their 

faith (Col. 1:4), if they fell away from the truth of His 

gospel, it is because their minds were set on the things of 

the earth “below.”  That is the way things have been and 

will be until Judgment Day. 

 

 

 

Tom Wright served in the U.S. Air Force during the Vietnam 
War Era. Following his military discharge, Tom graduated 
college and worked in Design Engineering for over two dec-
ades. In his middle forties, he left secular work and entered 
fulltime ministry. He holds degrees of Bachelor of Theology, 
Master of Biblical Studies, and Doctor of Ministry. Tom has 
spent about the past twenty-five years serving God as an 
evangelist, preacher, and teacher. He and his wife Carla live 
in the Colorado Springs area and worship with the Calhan 
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Think Right, Act Right  

I was slightly peeved when the drill ser-
geant in charge of the range that day in-
formed me that I had qualified as a 
sharpshooter. It was basic training, and 
qualifying was an event where I expected 
to excel. I had been proficient with 
weapons since I was a little boy, but I 

couldn’t get the hang of the open sights on the M-
16. So, I had to settle for 29 out of 40 if my 
memory serves me correctly. Enough to be a sharp-
shooter but not enough to be an expert. Six months 
later, when I was at my unit, they handed me an M-
4 with an advance combat optic (ACOG) sight on 
top. The results were more what I wanted to see – 
40 out of 40 (this time, I know memory serves me 
correctly!) I qualified as an expert. It is amazing 
how a different sight apparatus can change a man’s 
skill from sharpshooter to expert!  
  
An underrated aspect of the Christian worldview is 
the power of biblical thinking. Paul often alludes to 
this in his writings. To the church in Colossae, he 
wrote, “Set your mind on things above, not on 
things that are on the earth” (Col.3:2 NASB). To 
the Roman church, he wrote something similar, 
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that 
you may prove what the will of God is, that which 
is good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom.12:2). 
Finally, to the Philippian brethren he wrote, 
“Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if 
there is any excellence and if anything worthy of 
praise, dwell on these things” (Phil.4:8). Do you 
notice a common theme running through these 
verses? Each expects Christians to control their 
thinking to become more Christ-like. 
 
Changing our thinking to become more like Christ 
requires significant effort. It is sobering to consider 
that Jesus’ disciples spent so much time with Him, 
yet they still couldn’t see and think clearly. In 
Mark 8, after Jesus had just fed the four thousand, 
Jesus challenged His disciples to beware of the 
leaven (teachings) of the Pharisees (Mk.8:15), but 
the disciples thought he was talking about physical 
bread. They didn’t get it! Afterward, we read the 
unusual miracle of Jesus partially healing a blind 
man, then fully healing the man (Mk.8:22-26). Fi-

nally, He asks His disciples, “Who do people say that 
I am?” (Mk.8:27). He was testing them. He wanted to 
make sure they were THINKING and SEEING Him 
correctly. People are no different today. Some follow 
Christ, but their thinking and vision remain set on 
worldly things. We can’t think like the world and get 
to heaven! Instead, we must fix our eyes on Jesus! 
(Heb.12:2). Someone once said, “Think right, act 
right; it is what you think and do that makes you what 
you are.” Being a Christian means we are committed 
to thinking and acting like Jesus. If we are not, we 
need to change how we see things. ~~ Mike 
 

Mike Green currently serves as the Dean of Students at the 
Southeast Institute of Biblical Studies in Knoxville, TN. He has 
spent the last two decades serving the church in various capaci-
ties to include church planting, preaching and youth ministry. 
Mike holds a B.B.S degree in Bible and an M.A in New Testa-
ment. Prior to entering ministry full-time Mike served five-years 
as a U.S. Army Ranger with the 75th Ranger Regiment. He and 
his wife Natalie have been married twenty-four years and have 
six children. They are members of the Karns Church of Christ in 
Knoxville.   

This program of work is designed to send a teacher or 
teaching team to a congregation anywhere they are invit-
ed, worldwide. The length of time our teacher spends with 
your congregation can be from a few days to a few 
months.  
 

Our teaching staff is ready to help you grow in faith, ser-
vice, and outreach. No matter where you are located, 
stateside or overseas, we are prepared to serve congre-
gations anywhere in the world.   
 

Military Outreach Is A Work Of The Bear Valley 
Church Of Christ In Denver Colorado 

 

https://1militaryoutreach1.com/ 
 

thinksouls1@gmail.com  

mailto:thinksouls1@gmail.com
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During the Viet Nam War, 
an already decorated naval 
aviator, then a Captain, 
James Stockdale, was shot 
down over North Viet 
Nam. He spent the next 
seven and one-half years in 
captivity as the ranking 
officer in the infamous 
“Hanoi Hilton”.  His singu-
lar story of resolve in the 
face of unimaginable ad-
versity and torture will 
forever live in the annals of 

heroism.  It is indelibly stamped in the minds of many who 
lived during that time and who remember his incredible story 
of will and survival.  Four of those years were in the complete 
darkness of solitary confinement enduring the most inhumane 
torture imaginable.  He received the Congressional Medal of 
Honor for his service and leadership while a POW. 
 
Can you imagine how his heart pounded and spirits leapt when 
he saw light for the first time in four years?  He had an unwa-
vering allegiance to his beliefs and would not compromise, no 
matter if it meant death.  
 
Nineteen-hundred years before, Paul’s letter to the church at 
Colosse addressed hope and promise to Christians who faced a 
foe far worse that the North Vietnamese.  They faced an adver-
sary more brutal, more inhumane, more destructive and ruth-
less than any human could ever be.  For their adversary, the 
devil, drew people astray through devices that were not physi-
cally violent:  the persuasion of false teachers and philoso-
phies, deceitful Judaizers, and the attraction of being of the 
world.  The consequence of being captive to sin is eternal 
death.  No torture on earth can come close.   
 
That sounds a lot like our world today where we are bombard-
ed and coaxed by false philosophies that preach, “Your life is 
about you and being your own ‘man’”.  Today, some profess 
to follow Christ but preach a gospel other than what the apos-
tles preached.  They will reap what they sow. (Gal. 1:9)   
Many today will embrace almost any set of beliefs in order to 
achieve “harmony”.  That is not what scripture teaches.   

 
Our focus should be on the 
true Light from above rather 
than the “light” of earth that 
fails us.  The promises of man-
made philosophies, the attrac-
tion of “Christianity” that per-
mits adherents to have free 
reign under the guise of 
“Christian liberty” really make 
no sense. 
 
 

 

Every elite, championship level athlete understands the disci-
pline and sacrifice necessary to attain success at a superior 

level of competition.  Why, then, would anyone believe they 
can attain something great with no discipline or sacrifice?  In 

scripture we are told to hold fast to:  what is good, to the word, 
to our faith, to the pattern of sound words, to our confession, 

etc.  We can’t do that successfully if we do not set our minds 
on things above.  That necessitates that we commit, be re-
solved, and dedicated to the ways of our God and Father.  Ad-

miral Stockdale did it for his country which at some time will 
pass away.  We should do it for our souls which will live eter-

nally.  ~~Conrad 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Set Your Mind on Things Above 

Conrad Slate enlisted in the Army Reserve while in college 
and later transferred to the Air National Guard. He went to 
Officer Training School and completed 31 years of service 
retiring as a colonel. He served a variety of positions starting 
as a Military Policeman. He served in the Security Police, in 
Public Affairs, in NBC warfare training, and a variety of staff 
positions, retiring as Deputy Chief of Staff for Support Ser-
vices. He is a member of the Karns Church of Christ in Knox-
ville, TN where he is active in jail ministry 
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TRAIN FOR MINISTRY! 

“How then shall they call on 
Him in whom they have not be-
lieved? And how shall they be-
lieve in Him of whom they have 
not heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher?” 

 

Romans 10:14 

We Train Preachers  
 

Since 1965, Bear Valley has worked to accomplish the commission of 2 
Timothy 2:2 - entrusting the pattern of sound teaching in the gospel to 
faithful men who will then in turn be equipped to teach others. While the 
scope of our work has expanded, we have never lost sight of that funda-
mental mission.  
 

Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver 
2707 S. Lamar Street 

Denver, Colorado 80227  
 

(303) 986-5800 - Main 
(800) 766-4641 - Toll Free 

(303) 986-8003 - Fax 
 
 
https://www.wetrainpreachers.com/ 
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The Lighter side 
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God’s EtErnal Plan for You 
 

 

HEAR the word of God:  Romans 10:9-14; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Revelation 2:7; 22:18-19 

BELIEVE in Jesus as Savior of world:  John 3:16; 14:6; 14:23 

REPENT of your sins:  Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 8:22; 17:30; Revelation 2:5, 16, 21,22; 3:3, 19 

CONFESS Jesus before others:  Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 10:8-11 

BE IMMERSED into Christ for forgiveness of your sins:  Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:36-47; 22:16;   
Romans 6:3-11; 1 Peter 3:18-22 
 

CONTINUE to live faithful to God until you die or Christ comes again:  1 Corinthians 15:50-58;  
Revelation 2:10 

American Military Evangelizing Nations 

A worldwide ministry of the Manchester Church of Christ 

 OUR MISSION 
 

 To support the spiritual growth of the members of the  
       U.S. Armed Forces. 
 

 Provide opportunities for Biblical knowledge, worship, 
fellowship, service and evangelism. 

 

 Fulfill Jesus Christ’s call to the Great Commandment 
(Matthew 22:37-39) and the Great Commission (Matthew 
28:19-20). 

 

amenministry.info 
 

Manchester Church of Christ 

595 Tolland Turnpike 

Manchester CT 06042 
Tel: (860) 646-2903  

“The Christian Soldier’s Creed 
(adapted from “The Soldier’s Creed”) 

 

I am a CHRISTIAN Soldier. 

I am a SPIRITUAL Warrior and a member of GOD’S     

   team. 

I serve the people of every nation and live the    

   LORD’S values.  

I will always place GOD’S mission first. 

I will never accept defeat. 

I will never quit. 

I will never leave a fallen BROTHER or SISTER. 

I am disciplined, SPIRITUALLY and mentally      

   tough, trained and proficient in my SPIRITUAL  

   tasks and drills.  

I always maintain my SPIRITUAL weapons, my  

   SPIRITUAL equipment and my SOUL. 

I am knowledgeable and I am proficient in the  

   SCRIPTURES. 

I stand ready to deploy, engage, and LOVE the  

   enemies of GOD in close combat. 

I am a guardian of SPIRITUAL freedom and the  

   LORD’S way of life. 

I am a CHRISTIAN Soldier. 

God’s 

       ARMY  

             STRONG! 
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(Base 2 Base, Heart 2 Heart) 

 

A Publication of  

Military OutReach & Encouragement (M.O.R.E.) 

S.E.A.L. (Spiritual Education and Leadership) Training 

Farley Church of Christ, Huntsville, Alabama 

 

In Partnership with  

House To House, Heart To Heart  

East Ridge, Tennessee 
 

 
Ed Linebaugh  

U.S. Army, Retired 
Founding Editor  

more@minister.com 

Tony Turner 
U.S. Army, Retired 

Associate Editor  
turner-tony@comcast.net 

is a monthly 

American magazine. HTH is a customizable, 8 

page, color, Christian magazine that works ex-

clusively with Churches of Christ. The publica-

tion is printed every month for a total of 12 is-

sues a year and is directly mailed into homes. 

Each issue contains gospel lessons, and biblical 

stories. HTH is printed in English, French, and 

Spanish with other special translations such as 

Korean. 
 

CONTACT US: contact@housetohouse.com 

mailto:contact@housetohouse.com

